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holidays of the church year, all of them on some passage from the 
gospels but one, and that one is the sermon for Sylvester evening, the 
subject for which is the ninetieth psalm. The book is a good illus- 
tration of the homily, which today is much more prevalent in the 
German state church than it is in the American pulpit. The thought 
is clothed in simple and vigorous German. There is also a pleasing 
warmth of religious feeling in the sermons, from which we may infer 
that they will really become "Hausbrot" to such readers who take the 
time to meditate upon them as they read. — Albert J. Ramaker. 

Musical Ministries in the Church. By Waldo S. Pratt. (Chicago : 
Revell, 1901; pp. 176; $1, net.) The book begins with a rapid, 
untechnical survey of the history of ecclesiastical music, professedly 
incomplete, but sufficient to impress the reader with the important 
part which religion has played in the development of the art of music, 
and, conversely, with the important influence which music has had in 
the expression and stimulation of Christian feeling. In the opening 
chapter, the conclusion is reached that there is "an obstinate belief that 
music in connection with religion has certain unattained ideal values." 
" The real problem about church music, then, is not whether or not it has 
substantial values with reference to religion as an experience, but how 
better to realize its ideals by practical means." In the succeeding chap- 
ters upon "Hymns and Hymnology," "The Choir," and "The Organ 
and the Organist " the author sets forth the meaning of their various 
functions, and for certain defects points out practical remedies which 
naturally suggest themselves after the proper ideal has been grasped. 
The book should prove of more than ordinary helpfulness to. organists 
and singers, to those who serve the churches as music committees, and 
especially to ministers, upon whom in greatest measure the spiritual 
burden of even the supposedly purely musical features of the church 
devolve. Professor Pratt says rightly and forcefully: " From him [the 
minister] will radiate, whether he wills it or not, a pervasive influence 
which shall either invigorate or deaden all practical efficiency." 
Accordingly the last chapter of the book is devoted to a survey of the 
minister's responsibility. Appendices are added, giving bibliography. — 
Die Lauretanische Litanei. Historisch-kritische Studien. Von Angelo 
deSanti. Ausdem Italienischen iibersetzt von Johann Norpel. (Pader- 
born : F. Schoningh, 1900; pp. 134; M. 3.60.) This treatise is an 
attempt to prove that the Litany of the Virgin Mary, now called the 
Lauretan, had its origin in Loretto, where it was first used as a form of 
private prayer during the famine of 1 348, having developed by a natural 
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process of growth from the more commonly used All Saints' Litany; 
and that its use spread all over Italy until it almost supplanted the 
earlier litany. The fact that it does not appear in print until 1576 is 
the basis of a recent (1895) theory of Sauer, that the Lauretan 
Litany was brought to Loretto by pilgrims, for which he adduces 
further internal evidence. Our author, therefore, after stating that 
the litany was not known at Rome until 1587, concludes that the 
proof is irrefutable that it was not framed in that city and sent to 
Loretto, and devotes much space to internal evidence in support of his 
position. He makes close comparisons of Marian litanies existing 
previous to the Lauretan, and completes the book with citations of 
various litanies of the Virgin in their present form. It is the last and 
most valuable contribution to a subject of interest to students of 
litanies. — Das evangelische Kirchenlied nach seiner geschichtlichen 
Entwickelung. Von Johannes Westphal. (Leipzig: Diirr, 1901 ; pp. 
xvi+198; M. 2.70.) Professor Westphal, in this little text-book, 
presents historically the development of song literature of the church 
from New Testament times to present German hymn writers. His 
topics are, respectively: "Church Song from its Start in Apostolic 
Times to the Beginning of the Reformation," "German Evangelical 
Church Song," and "Evangelical Church Song of the Reformed 
Church of the Separatists." The book is not an anthology, for with 
such a subject he is able merely to offer the briefest account of the 
various movements and to give to each writer a few words of biography 
and a discussion of his principal hymns without quoting them. The 
order and proportion of his material and the significance of his anno- 
tations make the book a valuable aid to the study of German hymn 
literature. A topical appendix of the most valuable pre-Reformation 
hymns, a bibliography, and indices of hymns and authors complete 
the book. — Geo. C. Gow. 

A Book of Common Worship. Prepared under Direction of the 
New York State Conference of Religion by a Committee on the Possi- 
bilities of Common Worship. (New York : Putnam, 1900; pp. x + 418; 
$1.) The committee which prepared this book consisted of R. Heber 
Newton, Gustav Gottheil, and Thomas R. Sheer. They have searched 
through the various religious books of ethnic, Jewish, and Christian 
literature for the gems of morality and religion, whether prayers, 
hymns, or Scripture passages, arranged them under suitable rubrics, 
and published them in this handy and neat volume. The Jewish and 



